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Laying the Foundation for Greatness
The time has come to choose the future of Alabama
HOW DID WE GET HERE?
• Governor Riley has inherited the worst
financial crisis since the Depression.
• In the past four years, the state's debt burden
doubled.
• Our debt payments are scheduled to balloon
by almost $110 million THIS YEAR.
• One-time sources of revenue were spent by
prior administrations, but never replaced.
• Last year's budget will deplete most of our
children's rainy day fund.
• Our Medicaid budget is facing a $110 million
shortfall.
• Our prison population is double the system's
capacity, and federal courts have ruled that
overcrowding must end. We must have at least
$50 million to begin managing overcrowding
and maintain adequate security.
• Costs for health insurance for teachers and
state employees are sky-rocketing out of
control.
Dear Fellow Alabamians,
Today, Alabama stands at a crossroads in history.
We now face the most severe financial crisis
since the Great Depression. After decades of
putting off the tough decisions and waiting
for someone else to fix the problem, the
inevitable is here. The people of Alabama must
now either confront long-standing issues and
resolve to change our state once and for all, or
maintain the status quo for another generation.
I want to encourage you to learn the facts of our
current financial situation and the opportunities
and advantages this package brings. Then,
decide for yourself what kind of state you want
for yourself, your children and grandchildren.
My fellow Alabamians, it is time to choose.
It is a choice between being first in education
or last; a choice between protecting our seniors
or imposing devastating cuts in healthcare; a
choice between locking up violent criminals
or being forced to release them early; and
ultimately, a choice between going down the
same path of underachievement or forging a
new direction of excellence in Alabama.
I've made my choice and hope you will join me
in taking Alabama in a new direction. Together,
we can finally bring Alabama the greatness she
deserves.
Your friend,

/3^/criL,

We currently face a shortfall of almost $700 million
- just to maintain basic state government functions.

A Message from UAH President Frank Franz
On September 9, Alabamians will have the best
opportunity in our lifetime to make positive,
fundamental changes that will move Alabama
forward and offer prospects of a bright future for
our children. Governor Riley's plan:
• Creates greater fairness and equity in our
tax code;
• Is broad based and limits the fiscal pain any
specific segment will feel;
• Significantly lowers the highly regressive tax
on our lowest paid citizens
• Provides much needed additional funding
to education;
• Costs even less than you may think, because
increases in state income and property taxes
are deductible on Federal tax returns.
Please don't be misled by misconceptions and
misinformation. Alabama has the opportunity
to lay a foundation for greatness. Governor
Riley and the legislature have done their part.
On September 9 we must do ours. Please
encourage your relatives and friends to vote
"YES" on September 9.

WHAT HAS GOV. RILEY
DONE TO ADDRESS THE
SPENDING PROBLEMS?
Qovernor Riley has already implemented cuts
that will save taxpayers over $230 million
during the next fiscal year...
• Banning pass-through-pork by executive
agencies, $39 million
• Freezing merit raises for state employees,
almost $30 million
• Revising budgets in state agencies and reducing
state personnel costs by 5%, $82 million
• Reducing the cost of state vehicles; recalling
and selling almost 500 state motor pool
vehicles, $7 million
• Reforming the Medicaid drug program, almost
$30 million
• Cutting his own staff by 30%, his own salary
by 5%
• And millions more in other cuts.
This is only the beginning...Governor Riley will
continue to cut wasteful spending in Montgomery.
But, even with these cuts, we are still hundreds of
millions short. Governor Riley cannot reduce
spending enough to balance the budget by October
1 without severe and harmful cuts.

Alabama must either
raise additional
revenue or live with
drastic cuts.

It's that simple.
Vote

o

September 911
www.abetteralabama.org
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facilities for 12 rescue personnel including a

numerous shows that run throughout the day.

Saturday, August 23 and Sunday, August 24 as

kitchen, showers and bunks, and a portable

Watch at "Center Stage" as animal handlers put

part of a 14-city U.S. tour!

corral for temporary care of livestock and horses.

rescue and agility dogs through their paces and

Television's Animal Planet is coming to UAH

"Animal Planet Expo," hosted by the UAH
Alumni Association, is a free, family-oriented
(including pets), educational, interactive outdoor
extravaganza designed to entertain and educate
animal lovers of all ages. Animal Planet Expo
will be open on the UAH Quad from 10 a.m.-4
p.m. each day.

Tour the Animal Planet
Rescue Vehicle
The centerpiece of the show is an 80-foot

American Humane Tent
The American Humane tent tells the group's
history of animal rescue dating back to World

"Animal House," allows visitors to get up close
and personal with exotic animals and ask the
animal handlers questions.

War I. Recently the organization has helped
animals in distress after the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks and the Arizona wildfires.

(Ranger

Rick's KidZone'

Children will love "Ranger Rick's KidZone"

See Expo Theatre
Visitors can experience the high-drama of
animal rescue with a visit to the Animal Planet
Expo Theatre to see exciting rescue footage

featuring a 45-foot climbing wall for kids to
experience a simulated animal rescue, and to
enjoy face painting, and arts and crafts.
See the crispness and clarity that high

disaster relief vehicle that serves as a state-of-

featuring audio and visual special effects. The

definition television can offer in the Discovery

the art veterinary hospital and shelter on wheels.

show also includes presentations about pet

HD Theater while you enjoy a journey through

The vehicle is staffed b.y American Humane

awareness and safety by TV's "Emergency Vets,"

the "Future of Television."

animal rescuers and deployed to save animals

Drs. Robert Taylor, Holly Knor, and Kevin

Impress your friends by having your picture

from natural disasters like forest fires, hurricanes

Fitzgerald. The popular veterinarians will be

taken in an adventurous pose with a wild animal

or floods. The many special features of the truck

available on-site to meet your pets, answer

and visit the American Humane Tent to learn

include a veterinary clinic, a four-wheel-drive

questions about keeping pets safe and healthy,

about the heroic relief efforts of animal rescuers.

emergency ambulance, three rescue rafts, a

and to sign autographs.

high-tech command center with fax machines,
satellite/cellular phones, computers and satellite
mapping technology, water tanks capable of
holding 300 gallons of potable water, residential
2

host Animal Planet trivia contests.

Win a trip to New York City!

Animal Planet Expo Center Stage

Persons who make a donation to the UAH

Animal Planet Expo is housed in a series of

Alumni Association at Animal Planet Expo will

tents and special high-tech vehicles and features

be eligible for a grand prize of a trip for four

A tour of

Animal
people to New York City to see Animal Planet's float in this year's Macy's
Thanksgiving Day parade. The trip includes round-trip airfare to New York
City, three nights first-class hotel accommodations, tickets to the Macy's
Thanksgiving Day Parade, New York City sightseeing tickets, round-trip
transfers between the airport and hotel and $500 spending money.

Thanks for coming to UAH!
This is the sixth year that Animal Planet Expo has toured the country thanks
to the Discovery Network and sponsors Frontline and Heartgard Plus. While
Expo typically stops in cities like Atlanta, Phoenix, Houston, Los Angeles,
Philadelphia, and New York, the Huntsville show is made possible by 1974 UAH
graduate, John Hendricks, who is the founder and CEO of Discovery
Communications, Inc. which includes Animal Planet, Discovery Channel, the
Travel Channel, Discovery Health, TLC, and Discovery Kids, Discovery Health
and Discovery Science Channels.

Where to find Expo:
Animal Planet Expo will be situated between the
M. Louis Salmon Library and the Nursing building
with the main entrance facing Holmes Ave. Free
parking is available in many university lots, but for
those who prefer an up-close spot, parking will be $5
in the lots adjacent to the Salmon Library off of
Holmes Avenue or at Spragins Hall.
The Expo venue will include merchandise tents,
food and beverages for sale, and free "watering holes"
for pets. Guests are invited to bring their leashed,
non-aggressive pets.
Animal Planet Expo is free, but donations
will be accepted for the benefit of Alumni Association
programs and services. For updates on Animal Planet
Expo, check our web site at: www.uah.edu and click
on "alumni and friends."
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NEWS

Commencement 2003

Jenny Brainerd was among nearly
1,200 UAH students who received diplomas
at spring commencement held on Mother's Day
in the Von Braun Center.

Outstanding engineer wins
Goldwater Scholarship
Branwen M. Schuettpelz, a rising senior
in mechanical engineering, has earned a
prestigious Barry M.
Goldwater Scholarship.
The 2003 Goldwater
Scholars were selected
on the basis of academic
merit from a field of
1,093 mathematics,
science, and engineering
students nominated by
the faculties of colleges
Branwen
and universities nation
Schuettpelz
wide. Schuettpelz is one
of 300 students to win a scholarship cover
ing tuition, fees, books, and room and
board. UAH has had several Goldwater
Scholars in recent years.
The scholarships were established in
honor of the late Senator Goldwater in
recognition of his public service and to
encourage outstanding students to pursue
careers in mathematics, the natural
sciences, and engineering.
Schuettpelz plans a career in space
research and exploration with a goal of
becoming an astronaut.

Raines recognized
by Univ. of Virginia

Dr. C. Fay Raines, dean of nursing, has been
recognized by the University of Virginia (U.Va.)
School of Nursing as its 2003 Distinguished
Alumni Award winner.
The award was presented in Charlottesville in
June in recognition of Raines "exceptional contri
butions to the profession."
Raines, who earned bachelor's and master's
degrees from U.Va., served as that school's assis
tant, and later associate, dean for undergraduate
programs. She was the interim dean and Sadie
Heath Cabaniss Professor of Nursing before
leaving U.Va. in 1990 to serve as the UAH
dean of nursing.
Raines also serves as the UAH Associate
Provost for Institutional Effectiveness.

Crestwood Medical Center makes gift to Nursing

Joining the celebration were (left to right) Mike Gillespie, chair, Crestwood Medical Center Board
of Trustees; Dean Raines, David Brown, Crestwood director, Human Resources; President Franz,
Pam Hudson, Crestwood chief operating officer; Brad Jones, and Jean Cobb, Crestwood director,
Medical/Surgical Services.
Crestwood Medical Center CEO Brad Jones
recently presented $5,000 to the College of Nursing
scholarship fund.
"Crestwood Medical Center is looking for
opportunities to strengthen our relationship with
UAH," Jones said. "As we partner with them, we
partner with tomorrow's nurses and health care work
ers. We look forward to seeing the student we help

educate today as members of the Crestwood team."
Dean of Nursing C. Faye Raines accepted the
Contribution in an on-campus ceremony saying,
"This scholarship will provide much needed support
for a nursing student and demonstrates the commit
ment of Crestwood Medical Center to work with
us in meeting the critical need for nurses to provide
quality health care in the Huntsville area."

Dr. Stephen Floyd,

Spragins Hall new and improved

1948-2003
Dr. Stephen Floyd, an
associate professor of
management information
systems at UAH, died at
his Madison County home
on Wednesday, May 7, in
an accident while clearing
storm debris. He was 54He is survived by his wife
Beth, a senior staff assistant
in UAH's Mechanical and
Aerospace Engineering
Department, and their son Justin, a student at the U.S.
Naval Academy in Annapolis, MD.
Known for his quick smile and upbeat nature, Stephen
joined the UAH faculty in 1985 after four years as an
assistant professor at Virginia Tech. He said that when
he arrived at UAH he wanted to be more than a teacher,
he wanted to be a mentor to his students. During the
intervening years, he more than met that goal.
For several years he was the advisory for MIS students,
and served as the faculty advisory for all of UAH's hockey
team recruits. He organized MIS Career Day, served as the
MIS liaison to UAH's Career Services Office, and
arranged internships for students with SCI, CSC, Adtran,
Accenture and General Electric.
As the faculty sponsor of the UAH chapter of the
Association of Information Technology Professionals
(AITP), Floyd and Dr. Randy Reid were advisors to a
special project in which students in AITP refurbished
surplus computer hardware from SCI, then donated it to
schools and nonprofit organizations. To date more than
20 computers had been placed both on and off of the
UAH campus.
In 1999 he received a UAH Foundation Distinguished
Teaching Award. He received the College of
Administrative Science's Distinguished Teaching Award
for 1995-1996.
His research interests spanned a wide range of informa
tion flow and security issues, as well as knowledge-based
decision support systems. He also helped to establish the
Cognitive Systems Laboratory at UAH.
In addition to his teaching and research activities,
students, faculty and staff remember his passion for Nissan
"Z" cars, a hobby that started in 1987 when he bought a
1971 Datsun 240 Z. He estimated that he had owned
between 50 and 75 of the cars, including more than a
dozen that he had at his home.
"It's 180 degrees from what I do as a professor," he told
the UAH Alumni News earlier this year. "If I need a
diversion from grading papers or debugging websites, I
debug Z cars. I get out, twist wrenches and get greasy. I
love the challenge."
After receiving his B.A. in applied mathematics from
Northeastern University in 1971, Lt. Floyd was an
information officer for the Lance Project Office at the
U.S. Army Ordnance Center until 1974- He received an
M.B.A. from the University of Massachusetts in 1977
and his Ph.D. from the University of Georgia in 1983.
A scholarship has been established in his honor.
Donations to the Dr. Stephen A. Floyd Memorial
Scholarship can be sent to the University Development
Office, Alumni House, Room 126, Huntsville, AL. 35899.

A renovation of Spragins Hall begun last summer is now complete providing office space,
weight training facilities, and additional gymnasium seating. The project reclaimed the
large, two-story-high space where the leaky old swimming pool was removed after the
University's Fitness Center opened in 2001. A second floor was installed in the cavernous
area to provide much-needed office space. The former pool room on the first floor is now
a new weight training area. For many years, weight equipment has been stashed and used
daily in a space behind the upstairs gymnasium bleachers. After moving the equipment to
the newly renovated area, the upstairs bleachers were opened for basketball and volleyball
seating, increasing the gym's capacity from 2,000 to 2,750.

Students create 'e-phonathon'
If it seems like your phone rings more often
with requests for donations to the university,
you have two UAH seniors to thank.
Computer know-how and ingenuity on the
part of Clay Durrett, a senior majoring in
management information systems, and Jason
DeVine, a senior computer science major,
made this spring's "phonathon" much more
efficient and resulted in alumni pledges of
$24,430 gathered in just four weeks.
In the past, the effort to telephone all
alumni resulted in stacks of paper that took
hours to print from computer files. The piles
of paper were then used during calling to
record gifts which in turn were entered back
into a computer. The stacks eventually
accounted for a student worker's long day
feeding them into a shredding machine.
With both Durrett and DeVine employed
working with the university's advancement
staff and thus personally familiar the
phonathon's stacks of paper, a self-serving
eureka inspiration wasn't far off: Why not
computerize the phonathon to eliminate the
paper drudgery?
After convincing the fund-raising staff to
try their ideas, DeVine set out to write a
program utilizing his understanding of the C#
language and Durrett scrounged the campus
for hardware. Thanks to Dr. Randy Reid and
the late Dr. Stephen Floyd, the duo soon had
one server and twelve cast-off PCs ready for
Durrett to refurbish to be loaded with
DeVine's new software.
After setting up at the Alumni House and
securing telephone headsets for each caller,

Jason DeVine and Clay Durrett

the "e-phonathon" was ready for launch.
The result was a vastly more efficient effort
with more calls placed, more pledges made,
no wasted paper, and instantly available
address corrections and pledge statistics at
the end of every day. An added bonus was
happier, more productive student callers
because today's students are much more
comfortable with navigating computers than
with shuffling paper and pen.
University Development Director Connie
Gerlach said the new electronic format
significantly improved the efficiency of
operation, streamlined manpower require
ments and exposed student callers to the type
of interfaces that many corporate information
sharing portals use.
Gerlach reports this year's combined
fall and spring phonathon pledges exceeded
all previous efforts, raising about $74,000,
and she anticipates continued improvement
thanks to student ingenuity and the
e-phonathon.

C a m p u s NEWS
Honor society taps new
members of Phi Kappa Phi
UAH President Frank Franz,
four faculty members and one
university graduate were inducted
this spring into Phi Kappa Phi, the
nation's oldest and most selective
honor society.
Faculty inductees were Dr. Lloyd
Hillman, professor of physics; Dr.
M. Peggy Hays, assistant professor
of nursing; Dr. Niles C. Schoening,
professor of economics and finance;
and Dr. Stephen P. Waring, associ
ate professor of history.
Donny M. Dean, '96, B.S.,
biology, a teacher at Buckhorn
High School, was also selected.
Dr. F. Lee Cook, president of the
UAH chapter, made the presenta
tions of society pins and certificates.
Phi Kappa Phi recognizes aca
demic excellence in all fields and
promotes the concept of scholars in
service to others.

Distinguished Teaching
and Research/Creative
Achievement award
winners announced
Provost Dr. Lewis J. Radonovich has
announced the winners of the 2003 UAH
Foundation Distinguished Teaching and
Research/Creative Achievement awards.
A ceremony was held as part of the University
Honors Convocation on April 15 in the Chan
Auditorium.
Distinguished Teaching Award winners
include: Kay Bradburn, English; Dr. Rhonda
Gaede, Electrical and Computer Engineering;
Dr. Bruce Stallsmith, Biological Sciences; and
Dr. William Wilkerson, Philosophy.
Research/Creative Achievement Award
winners are: Dr. Liqing Chen, Chemistry;

Frank Franz is one of the newest UAFI members of
Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society. Dr. F. Lee Cook, left,
president of the UAH chapter, presented Dr. Franz
with his membership certificate and pin.

Dr. Jeffrey Neuschatz, Psychology; Dr. Carolyn
Sanders, Music; and Dr. Peter Slater,
Mathematical Science and Computer Science.

UA System Chancellor visits UAH
Malcolm Portera spoke on state education funding
University of Alabama System Chancellor Dr.
Malcolm Portera told a UAH audience in April
that the state's "commitment to higher education
is insufficient" and that measures need to be
taken to increase efficiency, define goals, and
enhance quality.
Noting that 81 percent of the UA System
budget comes from sources other than the state,
he said he is willing to talk about accountability
in the management of resources, but wants the
state to make a stronger financial commitment
to higher education.

Portera's hour-long talk outlined his goals for
the system including the five "performance
indicators" he has established to measure results.
These include setting goals in educational
environment and student performance; research,
scholarship, and creative activity; human
resources; fiscal resources; and institutional
effectiveness.
As chancellor, Portera serves as the chief
executive officer of the three-campus UA system
reporting directly to the Board of Trustees. He was
appointed in January 2002.

Dr. Malcolm Portera

Margaret "Mac" Wright Scholarship Established
seniors and who maintain at least a

serving as the university's "first lady"

majors has been established in memory

3.0 grade point average, demonstrate

in the school's formative years.

of Margaret "Mac" Wright, the wife

leadership, and have financial need.

An endowed scholarship for nursing

of the university's second president,
Dr. John C. Wright.
The scholarship will be awarded to
nursing majors who are juniors or

Mrs. Wright, who died in February

Donations to the Margaret Wright
Scholarship can be sent to the

2003, is remembered as a humanitari

University Development Office,

an for her devotion to many community

Alumni House, Room 126, Huntsville,

organizations and for her graciousness

AL 35899.

Alabama's aerospace companies pull together

UAH leads development of AAIA
Alabama's largest aerospace and defense
companies have joined forces to create the
Alabama Aerospace Industry Association, officials
announced today.
The association's mission is to promote growth
of the industry, and provide business and techno
logical assistance to allow aerospace, defense and
aviation companies to remain competitive in the
global marketplace.
"This organization will provide opportunities
for aerospace, defense and aviation companies to
develop relationships that will be beneficial to all,"
said AAIA President Raymond Hauck, who also
serves as president of Pemco Aeroplex Inc. in
Birmingham. "We can work together to share
information and become better informed on issues
important to our industry, such as trends in man
agement and manufacturing, as well as some of the
governmental issues that will impact our industry."
The founding partners of the aerospace associa
tion are located throughout Alabama: Pemco
Aeroplex and the Economic Development
Partnership in Birmingham; Kelly Aerospace in
Montgomery; ST Mobile Aerospace Engineering;
DynCorp in Fort Rucker; and The Boeing Co.,
Teledyne Brown Engineering and Science
Applications International Corp. (SAIC) in
Huntsville. The Alabama Technology Network is
also a founding partner.

"Companies can share their best manufacturing
techniques as well as advances in technology."
Killingsworth said more than 300 companies
have been identified in Alabama that are involved
in the aerospace/defense/aviation industries.
"Aerospace has long played an important role in
Alabama's economy, and we believe the AAIA
will provide assurances that the aerospace industry
will continue to benefit Alabama's economy and
its residents long into the future."
The group will hold quarterly meetings with
nationally known speakers and industry executives.
Workshops and seminars on manufacturing trends,
techniques and concerns are also planned.
In addition to Hauck serving as AAIA's presi
dent, other officers and board members include:
Vice President, William Gurley of SAIC;
Secretary, Ken Tucker of Boeing; and treasurer,
Angela Wier of EDPA. James Link, CEO of
Teledyne Brown, is chairman of membership and
growth. Board members include Kent Kelly of
Kelly Aerospace; Ronnie Koh of ST Mobile
Aerospace; John Shields of Alabama Technology
Network; and Thomas Walker of DynCorp.
For more information about the Alabama
Aerospace Industry Association, contact Bill
Killingsworth at killingw@email.uah.edu or
256.824.4434, or you can go to the AAIA website
— http://aaia.to.

Dr. Bill Killingsworth
Dr. Bill Killlingsworth, a senior research scien
tist at The University of Alabama in Huntsville,
serves as the organization's executive director.
"Membership in this association provides clear
benefits to anyone involved in the aerospace
industry in Alabama," Killingsworth said.

Pavers are the perfect gift!
It's not too late to order a commemorative
paver to be installed with the first group in
the new "alumni park," an area in front of the
Salmon Library. The pavers are being sold as
a way for graduates to leave a permanent
memento of themselves or to pay tribute to
someone else. Proceeds benefit Alumni
Association programs and services.
Available in two sizes, 4-by-8 inches or
8-by-8 inches, the personalized pavers are
being installed in three walkways surrounding
a hexagon that will eventually feature a large
polished center disk with the UAH logo.
Laying the paver walkways constitutes the
first step in the creation of an attractive
outdoor space where people can gather to
relax. Long range plans for the area call
for enhancements like benches, art, and
landscaping.
Paver messages can be up to 20 characters
per line, upper and lower case. Letters are
engraved into the terra-cotta colored pavers
and filled with a black flexible compound to
ensure they won't deteriorate. Pricing starts
at $125 for a 4-by-8-inch paver with two
lines of type or $150 for three lines of type.
The 8-by-8 inch pavers will accommodate
up to seven lines of type for $250 or can be
customized with a logo for $500. Greek letters
are available on all styles for an additional
$10 per letter. To order, complete the form or
order online with a credit card at www.uah.edu.
For those interested in a larger tribute,
each "arm" of the three-walkway design is
available to be sponsored and named by an
individual or company for $5,000. The center
section with the UAH disk is available for a
$10,000 sponsorship plus the cost of materials.
The sponsor's name will be worked into the
design for permanent display. For more
information call the Alumni Office at
256-824-6098.

Please complete all sections of this form. Complete one form for each paver ordered. You may photocopy this form.

UAH Graduation year(s):.

Purchaser's Name:
First:

Middle:

Daytime phone: (

Last:

Evening phone: (

Address:

)_
)

E-mail address:
City

Zip

State

Indicate how many of each type paver you are ordering:
Type of paver:

4"x8", two lines, $125

Greek Letters, $10 per letter.

--

8"x8", logo, $500

ORDER TOTAL $

Payment: __ Check made payable to the UAH Alumni Association
Card number:

. 8"x8", up to 7 lines, $250

4"x8", three lines, $150

-

--

MasterCard

Exp. Date

Visa

-

Message can be up to 20 characters per line, upper and lower case. A space counts as one character (leave a blank to indicate a space).
Type will be centered on the paver. Indicate punctuation, accent marks, and Greek letters.
Complete this section for each 4"x8", two line paver ordered.
Line 1:

Line 2:

_

Complete this section for each 4"x8", three-line paver ordered.
Line 1:

Line 2:
Line 3:

Complete this section for each seven line 8"x8" paver ordered.
Line 1:

Line 2:.

Line 3

Line 4:.

Line 5

Line 6:
Line 7:.

LOGO PAVERS will be custom designed using your high-quality, camera ready black and white art that is at least half of the actual
finished size, OR, logo art provided electronically.in an EPS file. To order, please send your art and the wording you desire. We will
prepare a proof for your approval. Mail to: 128 Alumni House, Huntsville, AL 35899
Questions? Call the Alumni Office at 256-UAH-ALUM or e-mail us at alumni@email.uah.edu • Fax 256-824-6462

C h a r g e r SPORTS
Build a n o t h e r t r o p h y c a s e !
Chargers earn more athletacademic
Charger fans have many reasons to be proud as
UAH teams piled up athletic and academic
awards during the 2002-'03 school year. Ten
UAH teams made it to postseason competition.
Four of those^ men's and women's cross country,
men's basketball, and softball advanced beyond
their respective conference tournaments or meets
to NCAA Division II regional competition.
Three Charger head coaches, Lennie Acuff,
Andy Blackston and Doug Ross were named con
ference Coaches of the Year. Meanwhile, three
athletes earned conference awards. Goalie Scott
Munroe was named College Hockey America
(CHA) Rookie of the Year. Volleyball standout
Emily Miller was named Gulf South Conference
(GSC) East Division Freshman of the Year and
infielder Wes Long was named GSC East Player
of the Year.
Several athletes earned All-Conference,
All-Region and National honors. Twenty-nine
individuals were named All-GSC, while six
others made the A1I-CHA squads. Five athletes,
Zach Carpenter (men's basketball), Adam Bass
(baseball), Wes Long (baseball), Melanie Carter
(softball) and Shannon Sims (softball) earned
All-Region honors. Both Bass and Carter
were named to their respective sports' AllAmerica teams.
Bass and teammate Justin Barnes capped off
the year by being chosen in the Major League
Baseball draft. Bass was taken in the 10th round
(No. 306) by the Arizona Diamondbacks, while
Barnes went in the 32nd round (No. 940) to the
Detroit Tigers. The two draftees were the sixth
and seventh players to be drafted from UAH
since the program's beginning in 1996.
Off the field, 15 athletes earned GSC or CHA
academic accolades, while 35 others made the
honor roll. In addition, five Chargers were
named to academic All-Region teams. Sara
Winn (softball), Cathryn Sterling (volleyball)
and Kyle Olson (baseball) were each members
of the first team.
Several athletes earned additional awards at
the 2003 UAH Chargers athletics banquet,
which was held in April at the Von Braun
Center. Seventy-eight Chargers were named
Scholar-Athletes. Ten student-athletes received
the Gold Award in recognition of grade point
averages of 3.8 and above on a 4.0 scale. Sixteen
athletes received the Silver Award for holding
GPA's between 3.50 and 3.79, while 52 Chargers
earned Bronze Awards for having GPA's between
3.0 and 3.49.
There was a three-way tie for the coveted
President's Award. Seniors Saevar
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Sigurmundsson (men's basketball), Jason Hawes
(hockey) and Melanie Carter were all co-honorees. The President's Award is the department's
most prestigious honor and includes a $1,000
scholarship for additional studies at UAH.
The award is presented to a senior (4th year)
student-athlete who has combined outstanding
performance in athletics with academic success
and volunteer work in the community.
Laura Hinke (cross country/track) received
the Scholar-Athlete Award presented to the
student-athlete with the highest grade point
average among all intercollegiate teams at UAH
and who has completed a minimum of 80 hours
of course work at UAH.
Sara Winn and Amy Phillips (cross
country/track) were co-winners of the Pamela
Mitchell Memorial Scholarship Award. The
award is presented annually to a returning female
student-athlete who has combined the "best
elements of mind and body to achieve distinction
for her achievements, and promises to be a future
leader in her chosen field."

awards

Justin Barnes

Adam Bass

Melanie Carter

A l u m n i NEWS
UAH grad in lather over soap
For as long as Stephanie Wallen, '94, BA, can
remember, she has always wanted to own her own
business. Wallen realized her dream two years ago,
when she opened The Soap Dish, a body and bath
boutique in Huntsville.
Owning a specialty retail store is demanding,
but Wallen loves every minute of it. She especially
enjoys the direct link with customers, which
allows her to receive invaluable feedback firsthand
about services and products.
Wallen quickly learned what other successful
niche retailers discover during their first year
of entrepreneurship: Absolutely nothing
beats word-of-mouth advertising.
Wallen said the mental and physical
energy it takes to prepare to"open shop" is a
daunting task within itself.
"There was a lot of legwork involved and
I remember conducting tremendous amounts
of research, and investigating the operating
procedures of similar store owners. And, of
course, I got some valuable advice from the
Small Business Administration," she said. "I
had plenty of ideas, but not a workable business
plan on paper."
Wallen brainstormed non-stop until she
zeroed in on soap. "1 thought why not soap for
every member of the family and every room in
t he-house?"
Wallerh^ud after the store's focus was
^
established everything else quickly fell into place.
"I secured a small loan to purchase inventory and
stock my shelves. My husband, Dwayne and my
parents hpfped with everything from physical labor
to locating furniture and display items. Amy Smith
Kindt, '93, BA, a Chi Omega sorority sister and a
graphic artist, designed my logo.
Wallen's years of purchasing experience at two
major electronic firms in Huntsville proved to be a
lifesaver, too.
"I was hired directly after graduation to work
for SCI as a buyer working with their factories in
Mexico. The buying experience that I received at
SCI and later at Benchmark Electronics has been
very beneficial to me as a buyer for my own store."
Wallen said the niche-retailing concept, allows her
boutique to focus on soap products and other

Rain, rain go away!
Torrential rains in early May created
a much larger, temporary home for the
web-footed residents of the UAH lake.

items closely associated with sales of soap products
in-store and online.
"I currently buy from five local soap makers,"
Wallen said. "The other products we carry are
purchased from all over the U.S. as well as a
couple of suppliers in Canada. To find new

products for the store, I go to the Atlanta Market
twice a year. Sometimes I add products or lines
based on a customer's request or recommendation."
When it comes to The Soap Dish, Wallen
leaves nothing to chance. She is the first to arrive
at the boutique, the last to leave and she takes
work home. Wallen employs one part-time person
through out the year.
"There are no average days. Every day is
different based on the people who come through
the door," Wallen said. "That's what makes it so
interesting. I get to meet new people everyday as
well as see my regulars again. When I'm not

#

talking to customers, I enter invoices and sales
on my computer, try to figure out what to order
next, and rearrange displays to make room for
new products."
The Soap Dish offers specialty soaps and
other products arranged according to rooms in
which they might be used. Whether shopping
in person or online, you literally shop from
room-to-room.
The "bathroom" offers facial products,
bubble and bath crystals, lotions, gels and
bars. In the "bedroom," customers will find
Epsom salts, effervescent tablets and liquid
foaming baths, sleep mists, masks and lotions.
Wallen said some of her products make it less
of a problem getting kids to bathe after
shopping in the "kid's room." Moms can
choose from Galaxie Goo bubble bath,
confetti and finger paint soap, foaming wash
and modeling soap tub tints.
She also said it will be more fun to clean
the kitchen than cook in it with Mandarin
Coriander cleansers, dish soaps, hand creams
and ironing water. In the nursery you can
pamper baby with buttermilk bath and soap,
diaper ointment, powder and perfume.
Wallen also sells hand-made towels, pillows,
pillow cases, picture frames, candles, artwork
and other specialty items.
She firmly believes the goods and services
sold in specialty stores should not be mass
marketed.
"I avoid selling items as a specialty that are
being sold in en masse at other stores, it defeats
the purpose of being an exclusive shop," Wallen
said. "I also concentrate on personalized service
by offering my customers, at no extra charge,
such things as complimentary gift wrap, one-of-akind gift baskets, free shipping and local delivery,
personal shopping and handwritten thankyou notes."
Wallen's advice to individuals thinking about
opening their own specialty retail business is,
"Research, research, research! One step at a time."
The Soap Dish is located at 900 Bob
Wallace Avenue-Suite 118 in Huntsville or
www.thesoapdishonline.com

Seven earn Alumni of Achievement awards
Graduates Susan Benedict, Fredric Clark, Steven Moerner, Sharon Morgan, Timothy Morgan, Elizabeth Pentecost, and Paul Ruffin
were recognized this spring as the 2003 Alumni of Achievement Award winners. Selected from the university s more than 22,000
graduates, they were honored as individuals whose career and personal achievements exemplify the high standards of UAH.
The group spent a day on campus enjoying a VIP tour, a luncheon in their honor, and meeting with students or serving as guest
lecturers in classes.
Alumni of Achievement Award winners are recognized with personalized pavers to be installed in a special section of the planned
alumni park on campus.Alumni of achievement awards were established during the university's Fifty Years of Class celebration in
2001. Winners are selected annually from nominations made to the alumni association board of directors.

Dr. Fred Clark
'70 M.S., electrical engineering,
'80 Ph.D., engineering/physics
"You would be correct in calling me a rocket
scientist," says Dr. Fred Clark, '70 M.S., electri
cal engineering, '80
Ph.D., "and I
couldn't be higher
on UAH."
Clark came to
Huntsville in 1967
after earning his
~i
bachelor's degree
in electrical
engineering from
the University of
Arkansas. It was a
move that enabled
him to achieve
his personal and
professional goals. "I wanted to advance my
education, work in the space program, and stay in
the South," he explains.
Clark had lined up a fulltime job at IBM, then
a major contractor with the Marshall Space Flight
Center, working on navigation controls and
hybrid simulation of Saturn rockets. In the
meantime, he enrolled in night classes at UAH,
pursuing a master's degree and then his Ph.D.
As a working student, he found his classes
relevant and his instructors, including Dr. Robert
Polge, professor of electrical and computer
engineering (ECE), and Dr. Nadeem Audeh,
professor of ECE, inspiring and accommodating.
Now, as president of CAS, Inc., a Huntsvillebased Department of Defense weapon systems
analysis contractor, Clark enthusiastically
encourages his staff members to attend UAH
and helps fund their tuition, books, and lab fees.
"UAH and workers with advanced degrees are
critical to how I conduct business," he explains.
Clark and his partner William H. Stender
founded CAS in 1979. The company provides
system engineering and analysis support of
theater missile defense, air defense, aviation,
and land combat missile systems, pus the related
surveillance, battle management, command,
control, communications, and computer systems.
CAS employs more than 800 workers, including
many UAH graduates, and has annual revenues
of over $100 million.
Dr. Clark was UAH College of Engineering
Distinguished Alumnus Award winner in
2002 and is an enthusiastic supporter of
UAH athletics.
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Elizabeth Pentecost
'78 B.A., history,
'84 M.S., administrative science
"Pursue your dreams," is the advice Elizabeth
Pentecost, '78 B.A., history, '84 M.S., adminis
trative science, has
for any aspiring
student. In fact, she
recently spent time
on campus, offering
motivation and
career guidance to
history majors.
From her own
undergraduate days,
Pentecost remembers
the inspiration she
got from the late
Dr. Frances Roberts,
professor emerita, history. "She was a remarkable
lady, a very Southern lady, and a big influence on
me," says Pentecost. "In her class, you had to
think for yourself, form your own opinions.
When I did my thesis paper, she was my advisor.
I remember visiting her at her lovely home in
Huntsville's historic district."
After earning her B.A., Pentecost went to work
for the Universities Space Research Association
(USRA) in Huntsville but left to teach eighth
grade in a private school. She returned to USRA
in 1981 and enrolled in UAH's administrative
science master's degree program. The program
provided Pentecost with a means of segueing the
research and analytical skills she had gained as a
history major into the business world. Pentecost
admits to only one difficulty: "1 still remember
that economics class!" she laughs.
Since 1984, Pentecost has worked in
Washington, D.C., where she is deputy director
of the USRA's Navy Astronomy and Astrophysics
Programs. She also serves as senior administrator
for the USRA Earth Science Applications
Programs at NASA Headquarters and the
Program in Remote Sensing Technologies in
Transportation, a joint program between NASA
and the Department of Transportation. She
is responsible for the daily operations of these
programs and for organizing meetings, symposia,
and seminars worldwide, including the
International Compton Symposiums and the
Regional Conference on Poverty-Related Core
Data Needs for the Asia-Pacific Region. She
also has participated in several United Nations
projects on sustainable development and
poverty-related issues.

Dr. Susan Benedict
'79 M.S., nursing
Dr. Susan Benedict, '79 M.S., nursing, is a
clinician, teacher, researcher, and author.
Currently a professor of nursing at the Medical
University of South
Carolina, where she
teaches international
health and ethics in
the Ph.D. program,
Benedict earned her
master's degree at
UAH and her Doctor
of Science in Nursing
at UAB. She
returned to serve
on the UAH nursing
faculty from 1984
to 1989.
Benedict's career
includes a strong dedication to clinical and non
clinical research, and for this, she credits Joyce
Shoemaker, a former UAH dean of nursing. "In
those years, nursing research was still an underde
veloped area. Joyce Shoemaker did a lot to
encourage faculty members to develop research
interests," she explains.
Benedict began by exploring issues in pain
management. Her work evolved to encompass
strong interests in researching and developing
care and coping strategies for breast cancer and
AIDS patients. She also is dedicated to exploring
ethical issues in nursing. Included is study into
the participation of nurses in Nazi Germany's
euthanasia programs. For this work, she was
awarded a fellowship from the U. S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum and a grant from the NIH
National Library of Medicine.
Benedict's professional pursuits have taken
her from the University of Iceland in Reykjavik,
where as a Fulbright Scholar she helped design
the first graduate nursing program in Iceland, to
Tamil Nadu province, India, where she and three
of her students administered care to poor village
residents. Recently, she was a visiting professor at
Israel's University of Haifa, Technion University,
and Hebrew University. Grant funding has
enabled her to visit numerous archives in
Germany, Poland, England, and Austria for her
historical studies.
She was elected a Fellow in the American
Academy of Nursing in 1991.
Career choice within nursing is one of the most
appealing aspects of the profession, in Benedict's
opinion. "The huge array of options available
is something I like to emphasize to anyone
considering a career in nursing," she says.

Dr. Paul Ruffin
'82 M.S. and '86 Ph.D,
physics

V

/

Steven Moerner
'86 B.S., industrial and
systems engineering

Sharon Morgan
'86 B.S., management
information systems

Timothy Morgan
'86 M.S., electrical and
computer engineering

"Mentoring is my middle name,"
says Dr. Paul Ruffin, '82 M.S.,
physics, '86 Ph.D. Perhaps that's
because he credits his own academic
success to strong mentoring from some
UAH professors.
Dr. C. C. Sung, retired professor
of physics, comes immediately to
Ruffin's mind. "I still remember that
Dr. Sung called me at work to tell me
that I had made the highest score on a
final exam. He encouraged me to get a
Ph.D., and he only took students he
thought could make it. If he had not
seen my potential, I would not have
earned my Ph.D."
Encouragement from another profes

sor, Dr. Jack Davis, associate professor
of physics, proved invaluable, too, when
the final exam in Dr. Davis's Optics
class fell on the day after Ruffin's wed
ding. "I got married on October 2, and
the exam was on October 3. It was my
very first test in graduate school, and I
flunked. When I explained what had
happened to Dr. Davis, he said, 'Why
didn't you tell me?' He gave me extra
assignments so that I could bring up
my grade."
After earning his master's degree,
Ruffin went to work for the U. S.
Army Aviation and Missile Command
(AMCOM), Redstone Arsenal, where
today he is senior research physicist in
the Missile Guidance Directorate.

For the past 13 years, he has led a
group of engineers and scientists doing
pioneering work in inertial navigation.
He is an internationally recognized
expert in fiber optics and MEMS
technologies. He holds six patents and
is widely published.
Ruffin has served UAH as a member
of the Alumni Association Board of
Directors and an adjunct professor of
physics. He coordinates a cooperative
program for high school and college
students at Redstone and, as director
of education for the Huntsville
Association of Technical Societies,
helps design science enrichment
programs for students in grades K-12.

graduated with honors.
Moerner spent 12 years with Jack
Harvey and Associates, an independ
ent OEM representative company. In
1997, he joined Pioneer Automotive
Electronics Sales, Inc., Novi, Mich.,
where in November 2000, he was
named president and CEO. His
division records some $300 million
in annual sales and employs 4,000
workers.
In his business and personal life,
Moerner frequently reflects on lessons
learned from Dr. Richard Wyskida,
professor of engineering. "I recall very
clearly his lectures and his ability to
challenge students to optimize opportu
nities in every aspect of their lives."

To UAH hockey fans, Steven
Moerner, '86 B.S., industrial and sys
tems engineering, needs no introduc
tion. Moerner played Charger hockey
from 1981 to 1985, captaining the
team his sophomore, junior, and senior
years. He was chosen MVP of the
National Championship Tournament
in 1982 and was named to the
National Club Championship all-tournament team in 1983 and 1984.
Moerner was born in Milwaukee,
Wis., but was raised in Stratford, Ont.,
where he played more than 100 hockey
games a year in a league that included
hockey great Wayne Gretzky. It was
hockey—and his desire to pursue
industrial engineering—that drew
Moerner to UAH.

"The nature of the hockey program
and its consistent success made UAH
appealing. But no less interesting to
me was the school's excellent reputa
tion in engineering." Moerner was
drawn to industrial engineering
because of two personal role models
who are degreed in the field: his father
and former Chrysler Corporation
Chairman Lee Iacocca.
While hockey defined Moerner's
college life, his academic performance
never slipped. "I rented a house near
campus with six other hockey players,
and I can remember having to go into
the closet to find a quiet place to
study," Moerner says. He was a regular
member of the Charger 4.0 Club and

For Sharon Morgan, '86 B.S.,
management information systems,
study at UAH capped days spent work
ing in Arab, Ala., her hometown. The
arrangement allowed her to maintain
family ties in Arab and gave her skills
she leveraged on the job.
"I was able to take things I was
learning in class and apply them at
work. At the same time, I was able to
use work as an environment for class
projects," Morgan says. In fact, her
senior project in information systems
was the impetus for what became an
important software development project
for her former employer.
"UAH professors," she notes,
"have a heightened awareness of what
working students bring to class." She
also believes they understand how

complicated life can become. "I'll
never forget the day my senior project
was due. I had been up 24 hours, and
when I went to make copies, someone
ran into my car." Thankfully, her pro
fessor—the late Dr. Stephen Floyd—
permitted her to turn in the project the
next day. "Dr. Floyd truly was a profes
sor who appreciated the unique perspec
tive of working students," says Morgan.
Morgan remembers being inspired by
one class in particular. "The professor
had a reputation for being difficult, but
I appreciated that. She asked openended questions and made you think
about applications," recalls Morgan,
who went on to earn her M.B.A. in
1992 from the University of Alabama
in Tuscaloosa.
Morgan is co-founder with her hus-

band, Timothy Morgan, '86 M.S.,
electrical and computer engineering,
of Morgan Research, a $25 million
Huntsville company that provides
engineering, research, and systems inte
gration to defense and civilian agencies.
As CEO of the 225-employee firm, her
responsibilities include developing cor
porate operating principles, marketing
strategies, and technology transfer
initiatives.
Especially close to Sharon Morgan's
heart is her company's support of
science education programs for young
people, including the sponsorship of
a team in Marshall Space and Rocket
Center's Great Moon Buggy Race.
She is especially committed to
fostering girls' interest in science
and engineering.

"So much of what I learned at UAH
had immediate application in business,"
says Timothy Morgan, '86 M.S., electri
cal and computer engineering. Morgan
is president of Morgan Research Corpor
ation, a Huntsville Company that he
and his wife, Sharon Morgan, '86 B.S.,
management information systems, cofounded in 1988. The firm provides
engineering, research, and systems inte
gration to defense and civilian agencies.
Morgan, who holds a B.S. in mathe
matics, physics, and chemistry from the
University of North Alabama, was a
research engineer and assistant manager
in UAH's Resident Research Program
from 1985 to 1988 and served as a
graduate teaching assistant from 1984

to 1985. "I had some very fine students,"
he recalls, adding that some of them are
now among his customers.
Having been both an instructor and
a student at UAH gives Morgan unique
insight into the university's strengths.
Most valuable, he believes, are UAH's
efforts to accommodate working students
and the opportunities the school provides
to interact with working students of
widely varying ages and occupations.
As an engineering school, UAH is, in
Morgan's words, "truly outstanding, with
great faculty and great facilities."
Dr. D. Fat Ho, professor of electrical
and computer engineering, and Dr.
Carroll (C. D.) Johnson, distinguished
professor of electrical and computer

engineering, were among Morgan's
favorite instructors. Morgan and Dr.
Reza Adhami, chair of the electrical
and computer engineering department,
were fellow graduate students. Ties
between Morgan and his UAH contacts
remain strong, as Morgan Research is
headquartered just across the street
from campus.
Morgan oversees daily operations, busi
ness initiatives, and strategic planning for
the $25 million, 225-employee company.
In 2002, Morgan Research was included
in Inc. magazine's list of the 500 fastestgrowing private companies in America.
This year, it was one of three companies
of its size to receive a statewide Family
Friendly Business Award.
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A l u m n i NEWS
McCay to lead Alumni Association

Patricia McCay

Clifford Pate

Patricia A. McCay, '81, was elected to a
one-year term as the UAH Alumni Association's
president at the group's annual meeting, June 19.
She assumed her duties July 1 from outgoing
president, Karol L. Kapustka, '77, '94. McCay is
president and owner of The Consulting Group, Inc.
and TriTech Solutions, L.L.C., Huntsville. She
served this past year as the association's secretary.
C. Todd Whetstone, '97, vice president, First
American Bank was elected first vice president;
David E. Milly, '76, president, Theatrical Lighting
Systems, Inc., will serve as vice president for
finance; and Kora L. Davis, '99, engineer, U.S.
Army, was elected secretary for the 2003-'04
academic year.
Long-term board members Bruce R. Askins,
'87, senior aerospace mechanical engineer, NASA;

Darrell Quarles

John I :e

John W. Harrison '71, attorney; and Ernest W.
Ritch, '74, Ritch Realty, Inc., retired. Askins has
served the board for 16 years, Harrison for 23 years
and Ritch for 29 years. All are past association
presidents. They were recognized for their contribu
tions to the growth of the association and were
each presented with a UAH chair.
Gregg S. Geis, '83, senior systems analyst IV,
NCCIM, retired after serving eight years, including
a term as president. Susan M. Anderson, '68, '80,
community volunteer, and Christie H. Serrano,
'92, business analyst, Northrop Grumman, retired
after completing three-year terms.
Five graduates were elected to three-year terms.
Clifford M. Pate, '97, assistant general manager,
Huntsville Stars Professional Baseball Club; John F.
Rice, '99, investment representative, Edward Jones;

Van Strickland

Darrell L. Quarles, '97, engineer and project
director, Redstone Threat Systems Management
Office; Van L. Strickland, '88, engineer and team
lead, NASA Safety and Missions Assurance; and
Teresa W. Taylor, '87, regional director of sales
and marketing, McKibbon Hotel Management, Inc.
took their seats July 1.
Continuing board members include Elizabeth
W. Abel, '81; Suzanne C. Dorsett, '95; Brian W.
Garstang, '98; Grady P. Gaston, '85; Karol L.
Kapustka, '77, '94; William H. Leonard, '68,' 81,
'83; Lori Light, '89; Patricia E. Newcomb, '91,
'93; Barry L. Simpson, '87 and G. Steve
Wakefield, '88.
Teresa Taylor's photo was unavailable at
press time.

Parker visits business
students, speaks of
success with WahMart
Wal-Mart Regional Vice President Jim Parker, '86,
BSBA, marketing, visited campus in April to talk with
business students. Parker, who started his career as a
management trainee at a Huntsville Wal-Mart during
college, is now responsible for 88 stores and more than
28,000 associates in the Midwest. He noted students are
often unaware of the excellent opportunities in retailing
when planning their careers. He and his wife, Susan
Krueger Parker, '87, BSN, live in Bentonville, Ark.

Golf for a good cause
Alumni outing set for
What better way to spend a beautiful fall
afternoon than helping to raise scholarship dol
lars by playing golf?
Join us Friday, Sept. 26 for the annual
Alumni Association Golf Classic at Canebrake
Club, Athens.
The just-for-fun tournament is open to men
and women and uses a scramble format so that
golfers of all skill levels can enjoy the thrill of
playing under par.
Chaired for the second year by alumni
board member, Brian Garstang, '98 with assis
tance from Mac Davenport '97, the outing is
priced at $100 per individual; $400 per team
of four; and $500 per team of four with a hole
sign. For those who can't play that day but
want to support the cause, hole sponsorships
are available for $100.
Players who register before Sept. 1 will
receive a complimentary invitation to the
Hooter's Tour event to be held at Canebrake
Sept. 18 and 19 and a coupon for a two-forone weekday round of golf, both courtesy of
the club.
Registration includes a Charger logo golf

. 26th

shirt, lunch, tee bags, use of a golf cart, prizes,
and a contribution to the Alumni Association
Scholarship Fund. The outing starts with lunch
at 11 a.m., tee time is noon.
Now in its eight year, the outing has become
a fall tradition. Last year's tournament raised
about $5,500 for the scholarship fund which
furnishes awards to 29 university students.
Garstang's goal this year is to attract more
players and raise more dollars. "We'd espe
cially like to have more recent graduates and
more women players," he says. "We picked a
Friday afternoon to make it easier for people to
get off work, and we've kept the cost down to
make it affordable."
You don't need a team to sign-up.Individuals
will be matched with other players. To register,
send your name, address, daytime phone or
e-mai I address, shirt size (M,L, XL, XXL) with a
check made payable to the UAH Alumni
Association to: 131 Alumni House, Huntsville,
AL 35899. Questions?
Call the alumni office at 824-2586 or
e-mail alumni@email.uah.edu. Registrations
close Sept. 19.

Enjoy your morning
coffee from this
ceramic mug with white
lettering. Its "grande"
16 oz. size ensures
you'll start the day with
a full jolt of caffeine.
Dishwasher and
microwave safe.

Alumni Gift Shop
UAH Coffee Mug • $6.95

(An official Collegiate
Licensed product. I

Diploma Frames
Now that the ink is dry, preserve that precious
diploma and display it with pride in a beauti
ful hardwood frame. This official UAH frame
bears the University of Alabama System seal
and the words, 'The University of Alabama in
Huntsville," both in gold leaf. Archival glass
and mat. Frames are sized to fit bachelor s
degrees for $115; master's degrees for $1 30;
and Ph.D.degrees for $135.

UAH Blanket • $34
Toss this 5-by-7 foot UAH charger blanket
into your tote and spread it out for
enjoying a summer concert in the park,
watching the kids' ballgame, or lounging
at the beach. Don't worry about dirt, it's
machine washable 80 percent cotton,
20 percent polyester. Dark blue with
white Charger logo.

UAH Umbrella • $20
To order any of these items, call the University Bookstore at 256-824-2779 or visit the Alumni
Gift Shop online at www.uah.edu. Click on "alumni and friends." The bookstore is located in the
University Center and includes a wide selection of UAH items. Summer hours through the end of
August are 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Thursday; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Fridays; closed Saturday and Sunday.

A chance of rain will never spoil your summer
plans when you've got this golf-sized, Charger
logo, blue and white umbrella handy.

CI ass NOTES
1968
• Daniel J. Goodman, BS, physics,
has accepted a position as sales and
marketing director for Blue Wave
Computing, Atlanta.
• William R. Phillips, BSE, recently
retired from AMCOM's Research
Development and Engineering Center
has now joined System Studies &
Simulation, Inc., as a senior systems
manager.
1973
• Joan Bowman Flanigan, BA,
French, also earned a degree in dance
education from New York University.
She has now retired from teaching
dance and lives in Huntsville.
1974
• Theodore M. Brostrom, MAS,
management, is a senior analyst for
CAS, Inc., Huntsville.
1976
• Malissa B. Meadows, BS, nursing
and BS, engineering '82, is an
electrical engineer at NASA's
Marshall Space Flight Center working
on electrical systems integration for
solid rocket boosters.
1979
• Gerry T. Cagle, BSBA, account
ing, is an examiner for the State of
Alabama Department of Revenue
responsible for tax compliance audits.
He lives in Rainbow City.

• Frank Collazo, BSBA and MAS,
'82, president and general manager
of FCA Properties, Inc., Madison,
is currently serving as chair of
the Better Business Bureau of
North Alabama.
1984
• Chris Orr, BSE, has been named
"Engineer of the Year" by GE FANUC
where he is a senior design engineer.
Orr was selected for his leadership on
the VMIC single board computer
development team, his depth of
knowledge, analytical ability, and
for serving as a mentor and role model
for the engineering staff. He lives
in Huntsville.
1989
• Glen D. West, MS, computer
science, recently accepted a new
position as director of market develop
ment, consumer electronics, for
Celestica, a Toronto corporation.
1990
• Darla Nau Eckroth Bernstein, BS,
nursing, is the hospital liaison
for Group Health Cooperative,
Seattle, Wash.
1994
• Mark Waters, BA, communica
tions, is vice president for organiza
tional development at JP Morgan
Chase, Houston, Texas.

Send us your

1995
• Dean Setiono, BS, chemical
engineering, and MSE, '97, civil
and environmental engineering, has
a new position as potable water
permitting and compliance engineer
in Jacksonville, Fla.
1996
• Julia Brookshire Everett, MA,
English, has been named head
librarian and director of the learning
resources center at
Northeast
Alabama
Community
College,
Scottsboro.
1997
• Darrell Quarles, BSE and '00,
MSM, was recently chosen "Black
Engineer of the Year" in a national
competition. Quarles, an electronics
engineer, is a project director at
Redstone Arsenal's Threat Systems
Management Office, Huntsville.
1998
• Michelle A. Ober, BS, chemical
engineering, is an applications
engineer
at
GE
Panametrics,
Waltham, N.H.
2000

• Michael Kirkpatrick, MSM, was
named the Huntsville aerospace
professional of the year at the annual
Huntsville Association of Technical
Societies banquet on March 31.

Kirkpatrick is vice president for
business development at DESE
Research.
• Kelly M. Moran, BA, psychology,
has joined the staff of Huntsville
Madison County Mental Health
Center as a counselor working with
geriatric patients.

2002
• Brooke Ege Jones, BSBA, finance,
has passed her Series 7 exam certifying
her as a financial advisor. She is a
security sales assistant specializing in
insurance with Raymond James
Financial Services, Huntsville.
• Samuel R. Sims, BSBA, MIS, is
one of fifty people nationwide selected
for the fellows program with the Army
Leadership Logistics Center. As
part of his training, he is currently
enrolled in graduate school at Texas
A&M University.

Deaths
• Irene Block, '81, BA, Sociology
and '83, MA Developmental Learning,
died Sept.1, 2002 in Westerville, Ohio.
• Mary E. Brennan, '80, BA,
English died Jan. 16, 2003 in
Huntsville.

Have you won an award, changed jobs, earned a promotion, or
completed another degree? Your UAH classmates would like to know!
Send us your news and we'll publish it in the next issue. News may be
submitted online at www.uah.edu. Click on Alumni and Friends and
fill out the 'address change' form. Or, complete and mail the form
below to: Alumni News, 131 Alumni House, Huntsville, AL 35899.

Business Address:

Full Name (include maiden name if applicable):

Business phone: (
Graduation year(s) and majors:

.
)

Business e-mail:

Home address:

Your spouse's full name:
City

State

Zip

Is your spouse a UAH graduate?
Home telephone number: (

)
If yes, grad year(s) and majors:

Home e-mail address:

Other news:

Place of Employment:
Position/title:
Is this
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a promotion?

a new employer?

yes

no

The UAH Alumni Association
Patricia A. McCay, '81

Thanks for the ride!

Faculty & Staff Retirements
UAH salutes these faculty and administrators who retired
this academic year:
• Dr. P. Samuel Campbell, professor, biological sciences
• Dr. Jack D. Ellis, professor, history
• Dr. Mou-Hsiung Chang, professor, mathematical sciences
• Gladys B. Jones, administrator, research security and
immigration administration
• Shirley McLeod, clinical assistant professor, nursing
• Dr. C. Michael Oliver, director, continuing education
• Dr. Jerry D. Westbrook, professor, industrial and systems
engineering

President
April L. Harris

Executive Director
alumni@uah.edu

Alumni Association
Board of Directors

Day with Dr. Franz
a CFC auction prize

Elizabeth W. Abel, '81
Kora L. Davis, '99
Suzanne C. Dorsett, '95
Brian C. Garstang, '98
Grady P. Gaston, '85
Karol L. Kapustka, '77, '94
William H. Leonard, '68, '81, '83
Lori F. Light, '89
David E. Milly, '76
Patricia E. Newcomb, '91, '93

Dr. Clark Hawk, professor, mechanical
engineering, and his wife, Julia, recently

Clifford M. Pate, '97

donated a 1995 Plymouth Voyager Van to

Darrell L. Quarles, '97

the university advancement office for use in

John F. Rice, '99

giving campus tours and otherwise escorting

Barry L. Simpson, '87

visitors on campus. Donors of tangible items

Van L. Strickland, '88

enjoy attractive tax deductions while the

Teresa W. Taylor, '87

university benefits by receiving equipment
that is out-of-the-reach of institutional budgets.
For more information about how to contribute

G. Steve Wakefield, '88
C. Todd Whetstone, '97
Samantha A. Wimberly, '04

these kinds of gifts contact the Development
Office at 256-824-6505.

Dr. Frank Franz, Adam Graham and Dean of Liberal Arts, Sue Kirkpatrick
A day with Dr. Franz was one of the goodies up for bid during
last fall's Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) online auction.
High School junior Adam Graham of Taft, Tenn., who is interest
ed in music, won the day, purchased for him by his grandmother.
Last April, Adam joined Dr. Franz for an up close look at UAH
including sitting in on a jazz band rehearsal and attending the
annual senior leadership banquet.
During the two years the Alumni Association has been eligible
to participate in the CFC, Federal Employees have contributed
more than $7,800 to the alumni scholarship fund.
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UAH alumni are driving up support for
student scholarships by purchasing the UAH
automobile license tag.
Sales of the tag have risen dramatically
since 1 997 increasing scholarship dollars
from $4,000 that year to more than
$40,000 in 2002.
Tags are available at courthouses
throughout Alabama for an additional $50

tax-deductible fee when you make your
annual license purchase. To get yours, simply
write "UAH Collegiate Tag" on your renewal
notice and add $50 to the amount listed.
Can't wait? You can trade in your standard
Alabama license tag at any time for the
UAH plate.
Last year, 55 UAH students benefited from
UAH license tag scholarships.
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